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A DATASET OF INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AND POLICY INSTRUMENTS FOR THE
DIGITALWORLD

This is a new CEPS dataset that provides a comprehensive overview of:

B Policy declarations and instruments at global or international level, as put in place
by the various UN organisations, the G8/G7, the G20, and the WTO.

B [egal and policy instruments at regional level that are relevant to the EU, as put in
place by the Council of Europe, OECD, OSCE, and NATO.

B Free trade agreements that the EU is party to that have a digital dimension.

This dataset, based on data from 3 January 2025, is a companion and extension to the
Dataset on EU legislation for the digital world that the same authors published as a

Bruegel dataset on 6 June 2024.

Copyright CEPS 2025. This CEPS dataset is intended for public use (with earlier iterations
originally hosted by Bruegel). Users are free to use the data for any purpose, either
unchanged or after being modified, and to freely distribute it. However, this is conditional
on users properly attributing the source, but not in any way that suggests that CEPS
endorses how they are using the data.
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https://www.bruegel.org/dataset/dataset-eu-legislation-digital-world

OUR GOAL

At multiple levels, there has been an absolute explosion of policy documents,
declarations, strategies, laws and regulations, and court cases that are relevant to the
digital world. Even the best experts struggle to keep up with this torrent of legal and policy
instruments being generated at global, international and European levels. The authors are
providing successive versions of these datasets because it’s important that the research
community have tools to help them make sense of this tsunami of legislative measures.

This dataset benefits from prior work. In the 2014-19 legislative term, the European
Parliament’s Policy Department called for studies to assess the overall results of the
legislative term. The De Streel and Hocepied (2019) report on the legal characteristics of

the Digital Single Market (DSM) provided a workable taxonomy of EU legislation,
which Marcus et al (2019) used as a basis for assessing the economic results of the same

EU legislative measures. An earlier update to this body of work by Kai Zenner further
extended that analysis to cover EU legislative measures in the early years of the 2019-24
legislative term. The authors of the current dataset then published three editions of the
Dataset on EU legislation for the digital world as a Bruegel dataset in July 2023, November

2023 and June 2024. The authors gratefully acknowledge all this previous work.

An important common characteristic of all these datasets has been the classification of
policy measures into a taxonomy of thematic areas. The current international dataset
follows the same taxonomy as the June 2024 dataset of EU legislation. We classify the
measures depending on whether they primarily relate to (1) research and innovation;
(2) industrial policy; (3) connectivity; (4) data and privacy; (5) intellectual property rights
(IPR); (6) cybersecurity; (7) law enforcement; (8) trust and safety; (9) e-commerce and
consumer protection; (10) competition, (11) media; and (12) finance.

SOURCES, LIMITATIONS AND DISCLAIMERS

The authors have attempted to ensure that the information provided is accurate, but we
make no guarantees. Much of the information in our tables — especially information about
measures that have already been enacted — is based on standard, publicly available
sources. There is, however, a huge amount of material that potentially could have been
included — we cannot promise that we captured every instrument that is of potential
interest.

In case of comments or requests, please contact us at legislative.dataset@ceps.eu. We

welcome any and all input from knowledgeable stakeholders.


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638395/IPOL_STU(2019)638395_EN.pdf
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NEXT STEPS FOR OUR DATASETS

Our intent from the start was to publish new versions of the EU legislative dataset on an
as-needed basis. There was no need to publish a new dataset of EU legislation during the
second half of 2024 because no new legislative proposals were on the table. Now that the
Commission has published its overall work programme for the new five year legislative

mandate, it should be possible to publish an update to the EU legislative dataset soon,
taking in particular the 2025 Work Programme, the Simplification Programme and the
Competitiveness Compass into account.

This companion dataset of global, international and regional instruments doesn’t need to
be synchronised with the EU legislative dataset. It’s our intent going forward to update it
annually.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:149fe240-e92c-11ef-b5e9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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Ledger Technologies (2022:
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Enhancement Technologies Strategy
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OSCE: Human Capital Development
in the Digital Era (2018:
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Council of Europe: Recommendation
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citizenship education (2019:
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OECD/LEGAL/0497)

NATO: Digital Transformation
Implementation Strategy (2024
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Council of Europe: Convention on
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concerning "Information Society
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Council of Europe: Decleration on
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OECD: Recommendation on

Broadband Connectivity (2004:
OECD/LEGAL/0322)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on empowering children in the new
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Council of Europe: Recommendation

on promoting freedom of expression
and information in the new

information and communications

environment (2007:
CM/Rec(2007)11
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Information and Communication

Technologies and the Environment
(2010: OECD/LEGAL/0380)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
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Governance Matters (2010:
Decl(26/05/2010 1))

Council of Europe:

Declaration on the Management of
the Internet protocol address
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(2010: Decl(29/09/2010 3))

Council of Europe: Declaration on
Internet Governance Principles
(2011: Decl(21/09/2011 2))

Council of Europe: Declaration on
Protection of freedom of expression
and information and freedom of
assembly and association with
regard to Internet domain names
and name strings, (2011:
Decl(21/09/2011 3))

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Protection and promotion of the
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of the Internet (2011:
CM/Rec(2011)8)

OECD: Recommendation on

Principles for Internet Policy Making
(2011: OECD/LEGAL/0387)

OECD: Recommendation on

International Mobile Roaming
Services (2012: OECD/LEGAL/0388)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Free, transboundary flow of
information on the Internet (2015:
CM/Rec(2015)6)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Protecting and promoting the
right to freedom of expression and
the right to private life with regard to
network neutrality (2016:
CM/Rec(2016)1)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the Internet of citizens (2016:

CM/Rec(2016)2)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Internet freedom (2016:
CM/Rec(2016)5)
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Council of Europe
(non-binding)

Council of Europe
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NATO (non-binding)
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Council of Europe: Convention for
the Protection of Individuals with
regard to /Automatic Processing of
Personal Data {1981 ETS No. 108,
181,223)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the protection of personal data
collected and processed for
insurance purposes (2002:
Rec(2002)9)

OECD: Recommendation concerning
Access to Research Data from Public

Funding (2006: OECD/LEGAL/0347)

OECD: Recommendation on Cross-

border Co-operation in the

Enforcement of Laws Protecting
Privacy (2007: OECD/LEGAL/0352

Council of Europe: Declaration on
protecting the dignity, security and
privacy of children on the Internet
(2008: Decl(20/02/2008 1)

OECD: Recommendation for
Enhanced Access and More Effective
Use of Public Sector Information

(2009: OECD/LEGAL/0362)

OECD: Recommendation on Human
Biobanks and Genetic Research

Databases (2009:
OECD/LEGAL/0375
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on the protection of individuals with
regard to automatic processing of
personal data in the context of
profiling (2010: CM/Rec(2010)13)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
Risks to Fundamental Rights
stemming from Digital Tracking and
other Surveillance Technologies
(2013: Decl(11/06/2013))

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the processing of personal data in
the context of employment (2015:
CM/Rec(2015)5)

OECD: Recommendation on Health

Data Governance (2016:
OECD/LEGAL/0433)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the processing of personal
health-related data for insurance
purposes, including data resulting
from genetic tests (2016:
CM/Rec(2016)8)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the protection of health-related
data (2019: CM/Rec(2019)2

OECD: Recommendation on

Enhancing Access to and Sharing of
Data (2021: OECD/LEGAL/0463)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
the need to protect children’s
privacy in the digital environment
(2021: Decl(28/04/2021))

NATO: Data Exploitation Framework
Policy (2021

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Profiling (2021: CM/Rec(2021)8)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on establishing measures for the
harmonised collection of activity
data related to the availability and
use of tissues and cells of human
origin with a view to supporting self-
sufficiency and facilitating
international data sharing (2022:
CM/Rec(2022)19)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on establishing national harmonised
organ transplant registries with a
view to facilitating international data
sharing (2023: CM/Rec(2023)7)

OECD: Declaration on Government

Access to Personal Data Held by
Private Sector Entities (2023:
OECD/LEGAL/0487

Table 1: Regional cooperation and I10s

Convention relating to'questions on
Rights in the Framework of
Transfrontier Broadcasting by
Satellite (1994: ETS No.153)

Council'of Europe: Européan
Convention on the Legal Protection
of Services based on, or consisting
of, Conditional Access (2001 ETS No.
178)

Council of Europe:
Recommendations on measures to

protect copyright and neighbouring
rights and combat piracy (2001:

CM/Rec(2001)7

OECD: Recommendation of the

Council on Intellectual Property
Rights and Competition (2023:
OECD/LEGAL/0495)

NATO: Wales Summit Declaration -

Enhanced Cyber Defence Policy
(2014)

NATO: Cyber Defence Pledge
(2016)

NATO: Brussels Summit Declaration -

Establishment of a Cyberspace
Operation centre (2018)

OECD: Recommendation on Digital
Security of Critical Activities (2019:

OECD/LEGAL/0456)

NATO: Brussels Summit

Communique - Comprehensive
Cyber Defence Policy (2021)

OECD: Recommendation on Digital
Security Risk Management (2022:
OECD/LEGAL/0479)

OECD: Recommendation on National

Digital Security Strategies (2022:
OECD/LEGAL/0480)

OECD: Recommendation on the

Digital Security of Products and
Services (2022: OECD/LEGAL/0481)

OECD: Recommendation on the

Treatment of Digital Security
Vulnerabilities (2022:
OECD/LEGAL/0482)

Council of Europe: Budapest
Convention on Cybercrime (2001:
ETS No.185,189,224)

OSCE: Combating Terrorism (2002
Bucharest Plan: MC(9).DEC/1)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
freedom of expression and
information in the media in the
(2005: Decl(02/03/2005))

OSCE: Further measures to prevent
the criminal use of lost/stolen

passports and other travel document

(2006: MC.DEC/6/06)

OSCE: Countering the use of the
Internet for terrorist purposes (2006:
MC.DEC/7/06)

Council of’Europe: Lanzarote
Convention’on'the Protection of
Children against Sexual

Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (2007:
ETS No.201)

OSCE: Combating sexual exploitation
of children on the Internet (2007:
MC.DEC/9/07)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on measures to protect children
against harmful content and
behaviour and to promote their
active participation in the new
information and communications

environment (2009: CM/Rec(2009)5)

OSCE: Declaration on Strengthening
Good Governance and Combating
Corruption, Money-Laundering and
the Financing of Terrorism (2012:
MC.DOC/2/12)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Electronic monitorin

CM/Rec(2014)4)

OSCE: Preventing and Combating
Corruption through Digitization and
Increased Transparency (2020:

MC.DEC/6/20)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the use of information collected

in conflict zones as evidence in

criminal proceedings related to
terrorist offences (2022:
CM/Rec(2022)8

Council of Europe: Recommendation
regarding the ethical and
organisational aspects of the use of
artificial intelligence and related
digital technologies by prison and
probation services (2024:
CM/Rec(2024)5)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on electronic governance (“e-
governance”) (2004: Rec(2004)15)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
human rights and the rule of law in

the Information Society (2005:
CM(2005)56-final

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on measures to promote the public
service value of the Internet (2007:
CM/Rec(2007)16)

OECD: Recommendation on
Electronic Authentication (2007:

OECD/LEGAL/0353)

Council-of Europe: Convention on
Access to Official Documents (2009:
ETS No.205)

Council of Europe: Recommendation

on electronic democracy (e-
democracy) (2009: CM/Rec(2009)1

OECD: Recommendation on Digital
Government Strategies (2014:
OECD/LEGAL/0406)

OECD: Recommendation on Artificial

Intelligence (2019:
OECD/LEGAL/0449

NATO: Autonomy Implementation
Plan (2022

OECD: Recommendation on the
Governance of Digital Identity (2023:

OECD/LEGAL/0491

NATO: Revised Artificial Intelligence
(Al) strategy (2024)

Council'of Europe: Framework
Convention on Actificial Intelligence
and ‘Human

Rights, Democracy and the Rule of
Laws(2024: ETS No. 225)

OECD: Recommendation of the

Council on Information Integrity
(2024: OECD/LEGAL/0505)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on self-regulation concerning cyber
content (2001: CM/Rec(2001)8)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the impact of information
technologies on health care —the
patient and Internet (2004:
Rec(2004)17)

OECD: Recommendation on Cross-

Border Co-operation in the
Enforcement of Laws against Spam
(2006: OECD/LEGAL/0344)

Council of Europe: Decleration on
Protection of freedom of expression
and freedom of assembly and
association with regard to privately
operated Internet platforms and
online service providers (2011:
Decl(07/12/2011) 2)

OECD: Recommendation on children

in the digital environment (2012:
OECD/LEGAL/0389)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Protection of human rights with
regard to search engines (2012:
CM/Rec(2012)3)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Protection of human rights with
regard to social networking services
(2012: CM/Rec(2012)4)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on a Guide to human rights for
Internet users (2014:
CM/Rec(2014)6)

OECD: Recommendation on

consumer protection in e-commerce
(2016: OECD/LEGAL/0422)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Roles and responsibilities of
internet intermediaries (2018:
CM/Rec(2018)2)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Guidelines to respect, protect and
fulfil the rights of the child in the
digital environment (2018:
CM/Rec(2018)7)

Council of Europe: Declaration on
the manipulative capabilities of
algorithmic processes

(2019: Decl(13/02/2019)1)

Council of Europe: Recommendation

on Human rights impacts of
algorithmic systems (2020:

CM/Rec(2020)1

OECD: Declaration on Protecting and
Empowering Consumers in the
Digital and Green Transitions (2024:
OECD/LEGAL/0504)

kaizenner.eu

Council of Europe: European
Convention for the Protection‘of the
Audiovisual Heritage (2001 ETS No.
183,184)

Recommendations on measures to
promote the democratic and social
contribution of digital broadcasting
(2003: Rec(2003)9)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on the remit of public service media
in the information society (2007:
CM/Rec(2007)3)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on measures to promote the respect
for freedom of expression and
information with regard to Internet
filters (2008: CM/Rec(2008)6)

OSCE: Joint Declaration on key
challenges to media freedom (2010)

OSCE: Joint Declaration on freedom

of expression and the Internet
2011

Council of Europe: Declaration on
Public Service Media Governance

(2012: Decl(15/02/2012))

OSCE: Joint Declaration on the

protection of Freedom of expression
and diversity in the digital terrestial
transition (2013

Council of Europe: Recommendation

on Big Data for culture, literacy and
democracy (2017: CM/Rec(2017)8

OSCE: Joint Declaration on Freedom

of expression and “fake news”,
disinformation and propaganda
(2017)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on culture’s contribution to
strengthening the internet as an
emancipatory force (2018:
CM/Rec(2018)10)

OSCE: Joint Declaration on Media

Independence and Diversity in the
Digital Age (2018)

Council of Europe: Declaration on

Financial sustainability of quality
journalism in the digital age (2019:

Decl(13/02/2019)2

OSCE: Joint Declaration on

Challenges to Freedom of Expression
in the Next Decade (2019)

OSCE: Joint Declaration on Freedom

of Expression and Elections in the
Digital Age (2020)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on promoting a favourable
environment for quality journalism
in the digital age (2022:
CM/Rec(2022)4)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Impacts of digital technologies on
freedom of expression (2022:
CM/Rec(2022)13)

Council of Europe: Recommendation
on Combating hate speech (2022:
CM/Rec(2022)16)

OSCE: Joint Declaration on Media
Freedom and Democracy (2023)

NATO: Aproach to counter
information threats (2024)
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